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U.S. paves way for surge in orders for 
Ricardo’s Humvee ABS/ESC safety system 

 

The United States National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 

Fiscal Year 2021 includes authorization for the procurement of 

5,421 Antilock Brake System/Electronic Stability Control 

(ABS/ESC) kits to prevent vehicle rollovers in the iconic High 

Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV or ‘Humvee’) fleet  

 

The Act, which follows the President’s FY21 Budget Request to Congress in February 

2020, paves the way for orders to be placed with Ricardo for the retrofit safety kits.   

 

The Ricardo ABS/ESC retrofit kit was developed by the company’s U.S. based division, 

Ricardo Defense. The complete package includes antilock braking, electronic stability 

control, active rollover protection, traction control, and improved brake callipers, pads 

and rotors. The entire system leverages low-cost, proven components engineered by 

Ricardo specifically for the arduous requirements of application in the military 

environment and was designed for ease of upgrade to the existing fleet. 

 

Ricardo Defense will be the supplier of the kits. The forthcoming award is planned to 

result in a 3-year firm-fixed-price, Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contract 

with Ricardo Defense. 

 



 

 

The Ricardo ABS/ESC Retrofit Kit is the system currently being installed in HMMWVs 

across a number of initiatives and is designed specifically for this iconic vehicle. The 

contract award is anticipated in the 2nd quarter of Fiscal Year 2021. 

 

“Ricardo is pleased that our ABS/ESC Retrofit Kit has been recognized for the 

improved safety that it provides for both soldiers and civilians,” said Chet Gryczan, 

president of Ricardo Defense. “We look forward to fulfilling the orders for Fiscal Year 

2021, and to improving the safety of the brave men and women in uniform who serve 

and protect America.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
 
Further reference information relating to this press release: 
 
Department of Defense Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Budget Estimates: 
https://www.asafm.army.mil/Portals/72/Documents/BudgetMaterial/2021/Base%20Budget/Procur
ement/OPA_BA_1_FY_2021_PB_Other_Procurement_BA1_Tactical_and_Support_Vehicles.pdf 
 
Synopsis: HMMWV Antilock Brake System/Electronic Stability Control (ABS/ESC) Retrofit Kits: 
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/ae9f4b8d31f64a179acd40cad6d2b911/view 
 
 
 
 
About Ricardo:  
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value through 
quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading product 
innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering excellence and value 
through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original equipment 
manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions and 
governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and 
passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. 
Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate 
strong environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit 
www.ricardo.com.  
 
 
Ricardo Defense Inc. is a Ricardo subsidiary delivering high-value system engineering, mission 
critical software, vehicle builds, and safety-critical products to the US Department of Defense as 
well as governments and defense industry suppliers world-wide. Ricardo Defense is a recognized 
leader in the integration of complex systems and acquisition planning and system support 
services for major defense programs around the globe. Ricardo Defense maintains a deep 
subject matter expertise in combat and tactical vehicles and provides exceptional service as an 
independent, trusted partner for the US Department of Defense acquisition community. For more 
information, visit: https://defense.ricardo.com/  
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