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Ricardo named a UK Business Hero for 

design and manufacture of PPE for NHS 

 

Ricardo has been acclaimed a ‘UK Business Hero’ in 

recognition of its work earlier this year in designing, 

manufacturing and assembling personal protective equipment 

(PPE) for frontline NHS and other healthcare workers 

 

‘UK Business Heroes’ is a national recognition campaign led by the British Chambers 

of Commerce to recognise UK businesses who have gone the extra mile to help the 

local community during the pandemic. Ricardo is one of just a hundred businesses 

across the UK to have been given this accolade. 

 

Ricardo used its experience of high value, rapid response assembly and supply chain 

management to design and produce a face shield intended for prolonged use in 

medical settings. Local NHS doctors helped to optimise prototypes for wearability, and 

the fast-track approval of the face shield for NHS emergency use was secured via 

industry-leading test provider SATRA. 

 

The face shield frames were manufactured by longstanding supply chain partner 

Stephens Plastic Mouldings, using tooling co-funded jointly with Ricardo. Facilities at 

Ricardo’s Technical Centres at Shoreham by Sea in West Sussex and Leamington Spa 

in the Midlands were repurposed as assembly lines and logistics centres to ensure the 

rapid deployment of this PPE, which was much needed.  

  



 

 

Stephen Dyke, managing director for Ricardo Automotive & Industrial EMEA Division 

commented: “The entire Ricardo team is enormously honoured to have been 

recognised as a UK Business Hero. We were very proud to be able to help to protect 

those in the front line at care homes and in the NHS, and it has been humbling for us to 

receive very positive feedback on our efforts to provide PPE to staff in these absolutely 

crucial roles.” 

 

Martin Starkey, managing director for Ricardo Performance Products added: “As a 

manufacturer as well as an engineering consultancy, Ricardo was able to work with our 

procurement teams and link up with our existing suppliers to make a significant 

contribution to the national effort to supply PPE to frontline NHS and healthcare 

workers. It is our enormous privilege to have been able to make a difference in our 

local communities, protecting those who protect us.” 

 

Ends 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering 
excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the world's major 
transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, 
integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable 
growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, which identifies 
global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and governance (ESG) 
practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
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