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Equipment investment enhances Ricardo 
manufacturing capabilities  
 

Investment by Ricardo in leading-edge gear manufacturing 

machine tools has improved productivity and extended 

capability, as the recent investment of £1.5m in a Klingelnberg 

spiral bevel grinder has begun delivering market ready 

components – underlining the company’s commitment to 

meeting the needs of its customers for high performance 

transmissions 

 

The Klingelnberg equipment is now installed and commissioned at Ricardo’s Midlands 

Technical Centre at Leamington Spa, UK, and is producing components of outstanding 

precision and quality for the current range of motorsport and sports car transmissions 

being made by  Ricardo whilst simultaneously supporting the development of the new 

range of products destined for market release in the near future. In addition, the 

company has acquired new design and quality assurance capabilities through the 

software upgrades such as the KIMOS (Klingelnberg Integrated Manufacturing of Spiral 

Bevel Gears) software package from Oerlikon.   

 

Dick Elsy CBE, CEO of High Value Manufacturing Catapult, recently toured the 

Midlands Technical Centre to see the new equipment in action, and commented: ‘“It’s 

great to see Ricardo at the forefront of digital manufacturing with investment in 

adaptive machining. Their new state-of-the-art spiral bevel grinder is already delivering 



 

 

great results in terms of process capability and productivity improvement. I was very 

impressed”. 

 

“The investment in manufacturing technology and software, including the purchase of 

the Klingelnberg grinding machinery, has enhanced Ricardo’s capability to design, 

analyse, manufacture and inspect bevel gears with a closed loop system”, commented 

Ricardo Performance Products MD Martin Starkey. “This willingness to invest 

underlines our commitment to digital manufacturing development, and the new 

technology is a key enabler in supporting our customers with more advanced solutions, 

meaning they can look forward to even higher standards of product quality and shorter 

lead times.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering 
excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the world's major 
transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, 
integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable 
growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, which identifies 
global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and governance (ESG) 
practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
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