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8 December 2020 
 
 

Ricardo offers crucial help ahead of 

Brexit deadline for chemicals regulation 
 

British companies who currently hold registrations under 

the EU REACH regulation, and have not yet transferred 

their registrations to an EU legal entity, need to act 

quickly to continue to trade with the EU, EEA or Northern 

Ireland – and Ricardo stands ready to help!  

 

The end of the Brexit transition period at 23:00 GMT on 31 December marks a 

key moment of change for those trading chemicals between the UK and the EU 

that are controlled under the Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of 

Chemicals (REACH) regulations. At that point, EU REACH will be brought into 

UK law and UK REACH will begin; UK REACH will be a replication of EU 

REACH but will apply only to Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales), 

while EU REACH will continue to apply to the EU, EEA and Northern Ireland. 

This means that – regardless of whether a free trade agreement is reached 

between the UK and EU ahead of the end of the transition period, there will be 

two different sets of REACH regulations that UK organizations wanting to trade 

across Europe will need to consider. 

 

Crucially, for British organizations wishing to continue uninterrupted trade with 

the EU, EEA or Northern Ireland, it will be necessary to transfer their EU 

REACH registration to an EU-based legal entity before the end of the transition 



 

 

period. This can be the organization’s own EU entity such as a subsidiary, a 

manufacturer or importer of the chemical, or an ‘Only Representative’ (OR).  

 

This is a critical step for organizations based in Great Britain as Ricardo is 

aware that many that trade within the EU have not yet transferred their EU 

REACH registrations to an EU-based legal entity. If they fail to act, their 

registrations will be null and void from the end of 2020, and their products will 

no longer be permitted legally to be marketed legally within the EU.  

 

In order to assist British organizations with this urgent action, Ricardo’s National 

Chemical Emergency Centre (NCEC) – which operates OR services in the EU – 

is running a special offer up to 24 December, to waive its EU REACH legal 

entity transfer fees.  

 

“The end of the Brexit transition period is a key milestone for those trading 

chemical products controlled under the EU REACH regulations,” explains 

Ricardo NCEC principal regulatory consultant Chris Hughes. “It would appear 

that many British-based organizations that will be impacted by this change have 

not yet acted to transfer their registrations, which could lead to significant 

interruption of trade or additional work and cost for them and their EU 

customers. As we are able to offer OR services for EU REACH and we 

recognize the urgency of the situation, we are making this time-limited offer to 

waive our transfer fees for those wishing to use our service to continue trading 

with the EU/EEA and Northern Ireland.”  

 

For further details of this special offer and the other services available from 

Ricardo’s NCEC relating to EU REACH and UK REACH, visit: https://the-

ncec.com/en/reach/specialoffer  

 

Ends  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
a century of delivering excellence and value through technology, our client list includes 
the world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain 
organizations, energy companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by 
our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we 
enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. 
Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, which identifies global companies that 
demonstrate strong environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices. For more 
information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
 
Ricardo Energy & Environment is a leading sustainability consultancy, helping 
clients to respond to environmental challenges and opportunities around the world. Its 
team of over 450 staff draws on an impressive heritage supporting governments and 
businesses for over 40 years. The consultancy is an operating division of Ricardo plc. 
For more information, visit https://ee.ricardo.com/ 
 
NCEC (the National Chemical Emergency Centre) was set up by the UK 
Government in 1973 to provide emergency response support to incidents involving 
hazardous chemicals. Today, a subsidiary of Ricardo, we not only specialise in 
chemical emergency response. NCEC is a leading provider of chemical regulatory 
services covering REACH, CLP including poison centre notifications, environmental 
chemistry and toxicology, as well as SDS authoring. For more information, visit 
https://the-ncec.com/  
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