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Ricardo to explore the use of flexible clean air zones to
improve air quality

Leveraging its world-renowned expertise in R&D and digital engineering, Ricardo is
one of the winners of a national transport location data competition to help make
journeys easier, cleaner and more efficient

World-class engineering, environment and strategic consulting company Ricardo has received
funding from the Geospatial Commission in partnership with Innovate UK to enhance transport
location data so that hybrid electric vehicles can intelligently modify how they operate to help
improve air quality in towns and cities.

Adrian Greaney, Director of Technology & Digital, Ricardo Automotive and Industrial Division
said: “Ricardo is committed to providing decarbonised and clean transport solutions. We are
very proud to have been awarded the first phase of this project which will enable us to continue
our research to evaluate the potential of dynamic geo-fencing technology to improve urban air
quality.”

Brighton & Hove Buses operate the UK'’s first zero-emissions geo-fenced bus fleet. Its fleet of
54 buses has been fitted with smart, on-board technology designed in a collaboration between
BAE Systems and bus manufacturer Alexander Dennis Limited which has enabled them to
sense when they are in pre-defined areas and automatically switch to being in zero emissions
mode.

Ricardo’s three-month study will examine the benefits of adapting existing geo-fenced areas
to respond dynamically to changes in air quality, and extending the technology to privately-
owned fleets of taxis and delivery vans, so that they can also switch to electric vehicle mode
in ultra low emissions zones in major towns and cities.

-Ends-



About us:

Ricardo plc is a world-class environmental, engineering and strategic consulting company listed on the
London Stock Exchange. With over 100 years of engineering excellence, we provide exceptional levels
of expertise in delivering leading edge and innovative cross sector sustainable products and solutions,
helping our global customers increase efficiencies, achieve growth and create a clear and safer future.
Our mission is clear — to create a world fit for the future. For more information visit www.ricardo.com

Ricardo Automotive and Industrial, a division of Ricardo plc, is the trusted global engineering
services partner in clean, efficient, integrated propulsion and energy solutions for a sustainable zero
carbon future. Taking a whole lifecycle carbon neutral approach to minimise environmental impact,
systems-led thinking, and cutting-edge digital tools we deliver the best possible technology solutions
for performance, efficiency, safety and quality with an agility that provides a competitive advantage to
our customers.

Notes:

The Geospatial Commission was established in 2018 as an independent, expert committee
responsible for setting the UK’s geospatial strategy and coordinating public sector geospatial activity. It
is part of the UK government’s Cabinet Office and aims to unlock the significant economic, social and
environmental opportunities offered by location data and to boost the UK’s global geospatial expertise.
Click here for more information.
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