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5 August 2019 
 
 
Ricardo finalises design of latest generation 
of transmissions for 2020 Formula E season 
 
Ricardo is to begin manufacture of the latest range of 

transmission designs for the ABB FIA Formula E Championship 
2020. This marks the start of the company’s fourth year of 

supporting customers in the world-leading all-electric street race 
competition.  

 
The FIA Formula E Championship started in 2011; nine leading manufacturers take 

part, including Jaguar, BMW, Audi, Nissan, DS and Mahindra. As well as the 

offering the excitement of competition, the street-racing format enables Formula E to 

push the limits of all-electric car performance in some of the world’s most 

picturesque cities. Built on many years of testing and development, Ricardo’s 

presence in Formula E continues to grow as the championship develops. This year 

– season 6 of the series – Ricardo will be delivering a range of designs to support a 

number of customers. 

 

With drivetrain efficiency being so vital to race success, the rapid development of 

transmission technology has been a key element of the Formula E story. An article 

in the September issue of Racecar Engineering magazine describes the 

development of today’s single-speed Formula E gearbox, and Ricardo’s important 

part in that: https://www.racecar-engineering.com/news/racecar-engineering-

september-2019/. 



 

 

 

 

 “The ABB FIA Formula E Championship represents the pinnacle of electric 

motorsport performance and Ricardo is proud to be part of its development, 

especially given the record of the competition in driving innovation to benefit the 

entire electric vehicle sector,” commented Ricardo Performance Products MD Martin 

Starkey. “Ricardo’s involvement in Formula E is all of a part of our own commitment 

to	developing the performance of electrically driven vehicles in all aspects of 

mobility, and we look forward to continuing success in the coming 2020 Formula E 

season.”  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, project 
innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value through quality 
engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading product innovation 
and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering excellence and value through 
technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original equipment 
manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions and 
governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and 
passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo 
is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit 
www.ricardo.com. 
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